Art Lesson: "In the Spotlight"

Grade Level: Elementary (Grades K-5)
Duration: 1 hour

Project Description:

A spotlight is a narrow, intense beam of life.
The idiom "in the spotlight" means to be the
center of attention. Students will explore both
meanings in the process of creating this paper
art project, inspired by the picture book Lulu

In The Spotlight: A South Asian Wedding

Story by Natasha Khan Kazi.

Objectives:

Students will learn how our eyes and brains see color

Students will practice drawing and coloring techniques

Students will exercise visual storytelling by creating a composition of a main character in
action

Materials:

Blue construction paper (8.5x11 inches)

White printer paper (8.5x11 inches)

Colored pencils (including white and a variety of colors)

2B pencil and eraser

Scissors

Ruler (or something with a straight edge)

Glue stick

Free step-by-step drawing guide showing how to draw a running character available on
www.natashakhankazi.com/LululnTheSpotlight

Introduction (10 minutes):

1.

Color Perception: Briefly discuss how human brains see color. Explain that we see color
when light bounces off an object and enters our eyes, sending a message to our brains. In
low light, we can't see colors as well.

2. Spotlight in Art: Show examples of artwork or photographs with objects highlighted by
a spotlight. Discuss how the background and light source affect the object's appearance.

3. Idiomatic Expression: Explain the idiom "in the spotlight," originating from the theater
where a spotlight makes a performer the primary focus.

4. Project Theme: Students will create a composition of a main character in a visual

spotlight and add details to the character to highlight their unique characteristics.

(Optional) Book Discussion:

Discuss why Lulu was in the spotlight and if it was important to her. How did her
feelings change throughout the story?



Step-by-Step Instructions:

Step 1: Creating the Spotlight & Background (10-15 minutes)
1. Distribute blue construction paper and white printer paper.
2. Using a pencil and ruler, students trace a cone-shaped triangle (spotlight) on white paper.
3. Students cut out the spotlight shape and glue it onto the blue construction paper.
4. Students mark the excess blue paper and trim it, so the spotlight touches the top and
bottom of the composition.

Step 2: Drawing the Main Character (15 minutes)
1. Inthe middle of the white spotlight, students will draw their main character. Use the
provided handout or encourage freechand drawing.
2. Encourage students to add details that make their character unique and personal.

Step 3: Coloring the Central Object (15 minutes)
1. Students color their character and surroundings within the white spotlight using colored
pencils.
2. Students use the white colored pencil to outline objects in the dark parts of the
composition.

Conclusion (10 minutes):
1. Allow students to share their artwork with the class.
2. Discuss the main character in each composition and the details supporting their
storytelling.

Assessment:
o Participation in discussions and activities.
e Creativity and effort in drawing and coloring.
o Effective use of colors and white outlines.

Writing Extension:
Students can write a short story or description about their main character and how it ended up "in
the spotlight."

Resources:
o In the Spotlight, Oil on Canvas, 24" x 24"
o Cutter and Cutter

Optional Extensions:
o Night Walk Lesson by Lee-Jean Lin:
o South Bay Hands-On Art
o Under the Sea Magic Flashlight:
o YouTube Video

This project was created by author-illustrator Natasha Khan Kazi. Learn more about her at
www.natashakhankazi.com and follow her on social media (@NatashaKhanKazi.


https://www.cutterandcutter.com/art/m-i-garmash/in-the-spotlight/
https://www.southbayhandsonart.com/night-walk-k-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=FY6lEpsZHDs
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